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Science in the wide sense of the German word 'Wissenschaft', covering the natural and 
the social sciences as well as the humanities, is one of the most significant and efficient 
features of modern culture. Nietzsche's philosophical work counts among the most promi-
nent and influential reflections on this modern culture and he always put special emphasis 
on 'Wissenschaft'. From Nietzsche's philosophical point of view, science on the one hand 
is a specific mode of constructing and defending knowledge-claims, which could be quali-
fied epistemologically, but on the other hand it is a historically contextualized and socially 
relevant cultural technique. On the basis of these ideas, this conference focuses on the 
significance and current topicality of Nietzsche's philosophy of science. Moreover, we 
would like to contextualize Nietzsche within the framework of his contemporary debates 
and investigate how his thoughts about "the problem of science" influenced the develop-
ment of the 20th and 21st centuries' philosophy of science. Therefore, we will have keynote-
lectures and contributed papers on these four internally connected fields: 

1. Topicality: What would be Nietzsche's contribution to current issues in the 
philosophy of science? 

2. Reception: How were Nietzsche's ideas adopted by philosophers of natural 
and social sciences and humanities in the 20th and 21st centuries? 

3. Content: How should we understand central themes and motives of Nietz-
sche's philosophy of science? 

4. Context: What is the significance of Nietzsche's reception of the sciences and 
contemporary and classical text for his philosophy of science? 

 
Conference languages are German and English 
If you want to contribute to this conference, please send a one page abstract of your paper 
and a brief CV to Dr. Helmut Heit: helmut.heit@tu-berlin.de 
Deadline for contributed papers is Jan.,17th 2010.  
For further information please consult: www.nietzsche-colloquium.de 
 


